
WEATHER.
Fair tonight anil Friday; gentle to

moderate northwest winds.
Temperature- past twenty-four ^hours:

High, 51. at 4 p.m. yesterday; low, 34.
at 6 a.m. today.
For full report see page 20.
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Greatest Advance for Allies in
Northerrt France in Sev¬

eral Months.

GERMANS DECLARE FOE
HAS LOST 45,000 MEN

Complete Defeat for French in |
Champagne Region Reported

From Berlin.

JfZW ATTEMPT OK PBZASNYSZ

Annihilation of Bussians Claimed,
But Petrograd Announce* Defeats

for Teutons.Ossowetz
Battle Goes On.

LONDON; March n..Under
cover of the fire of heavy French
artillery, British troops have cap¬
tured Neuve Chapelle, north of
1 .a Bassee. in an advance of three
uiarters of a mile.gpapturing all
itervening positions of the
lemy.
This success, including the tak-
£ of 1,000 prisoners and several
machine guns, makes it the most
nsiderable advance reported

rom the north of France for sev¬

eral months past. This advance,
if made in force, is strategically
i i great importance, as the posi¬
tion commands the road between
La Bassee and Lille. Further¬
more, it makes the German hold
i n La Bassee insecure, and gives
a base for operations for the
.-iraightening of the allied lines in
front ol Lille.

Battle Continues. Says Berlin.
Although admitting that the British

: ,:ce» have entered Neuve Chapelle, the
1 t rrnau general staff declares that the
; at this point continues. The

'1; itleh advance near Givenchy is de-
. ared to have been repulsed.
That the fighting in the Champagne re-

£.on has been of the deadliest sort and
lias been almost continuous since the
middle of February is indicated by both
Trench and German statements of today.
Germans that during the almost

incessant engagements in recent weeks
j.nd which have resulted in complete de-
leat for the foe. the French have lost
lu!ly 46,000 men in this district, while
more than 2,540 wounded prisoners and
thirty-five officers have been taken.
"W hile making claims of great losses for
if eneniy. Berlin mates specifically that

Teutonic casualties have been great.
\rin^ our the French assertion that
.aie of the best units of the German
.i> ha\e oeen decimated."
French Attacks Held Futile.

\ccording to Berlin the French have
..elivered two fierce attacks against the
j-ositions in the forest of Souain which
ere taken from them the day previous,

but that these attacks have been futile.
This British advance at Neuve Cha¬

pelle was unexpected, as lately the
principal activity reported from the
British front has been in the direction
of the other end of the line near
Ypres.
The British are now within two

miles of the furthermost point gained
\,y Gen. Sir Horace L Smith-Dorrien
last October, when, with one army
orpat, in an effort to tfain Fournes, on
The road between La Bassee and Lille,
he forced his wny as far an v\huers,
two miles to the northeast of Neuve
» hapelle. but after desperate fighting
.garnet tremendous odds was forced
to retire. 1

Vejr Attempt on Przasnysz.
A regrouping of the German forces

In northern Poland and the commence¬
ment of a new attempt upon Przasnyss
has been noted by the general staff of
the Russian array.
This movement is being made in con¬

siderably greater strength than was
the recent operation in the direction
of Prxasnysz. which terminated in not
only local defeat for the Germans but
iv the general retirement of all the
German forces in the direction of their 1
own frontier. "j

Russians Annihilated. Is Claim.
\nnlhilation of Russian force* at¬

tempting to break through the German
lines south of Augustowo rH claimed
by Berlin. In an engagement to the
j:ortheast o? Ostrolenka the Germans
say they were also victorious, six offi¬
cers and 900 soldiers being captured.
German attacks to the north and to the
rorthwest of Przasnysz hare made
farther progress it Is reported, while

ti.e fighting northwest of Novo-
mtasto 1.6*50 more Russian prisoners
>'3\e b*fn taken
T' e discontinuance of operations

.-.lo'.K th*' Nieinen river makes it p{/s-
hU f«»r the Germans to send a large
uiitber of troops from this district to

.'i:lur<'f tii* inet» advancing from
..riih in t lir general direction of

and Prza*nysz. This transfer,
has been eff>ote«1 with iight-

nti»K-like :>p« ^d by means of the Ger¬
man railroads, and th forces in this
neighborhood have been further aug¬
mented by drafts of the new 1915
recruits.

flavins accomplished a regrouping of
the forces, and leaving only enough men
in the Augustowo district to protect the
left flank of the German army. besieging
Ossowetz, an important battle already is
under way on a long front i%rallelingthe Narew river

One of German Motives.
one of the German motives of this

new alignment of forces undoubtedly is
to strengthen their position before Os¬
sowetz, it is declared. In the absence
of official information concerning Os-
aowetz. it is assumed that this engage¬
ment Is still going on without a decision
having been reached. Furthermore, it is
not improbable that in the near future
tfis battlefield in the vicinity U,

Przasnysz again will become the scene of
new conflicts.

In the meanwhile along the Pilica
river there have been occurring: daily
engagements of secondary importance
in which the Russians would appear
to have been .successful, notwithstand¬
ing the German attacks and the fact
that the Germans have taken' many
Russian prisoners.

Fighting- in Carpathians.
Fighting near Gorlitza and Oujok in

the Carpathians indicates that the Aus-
trians, after their defeat in the Stan-
islau district on their right flank, de¬
cided to transfer the center of oper¬
ations to the left flank, where they
have been successful in pushing for¬
ward slightly.

WHiTEHOUSEBANS
VISITORS 3 WEEKS

President Will Spend Time
Familiarizing Himself With

Foreign Questions.

INTENDS TO PURSUE
EACH TO CONCLUSION

Senator Owen Urges Special Session
of Senate to Consider Treaties

and Cloture.

The announcement was made at the
White House today that President Wil¬
son. because of the demand of fa"*.;is unable to give the time to f°rels
affairs that he feels is ireaulr.sd, and
that beginning next Monday the White
House will make no engagements for
three weeks for visitors to see the
President, leaving him free to spend
hU morning hours acquiring facts and
data and reviewing the various phasss
of the European and Mexican situa¬
tions. This announcement is in line
with the declared purpose of the Presi¬
dent to get in closer and more in¬
timate touch with all the^ pending
European Questions that affect this
country and also with developments
in Mexico.

. . _Earlier in the week it had been
stated that the President would make
appointments for an hour Wednesdays
and Thursdays of each week.
There are half a dozen complicated

Questions growing out of the attitude
of Germany, Great Britain and Prance
toward neutral shipping that are in
their incipiency so far as the intention
of the administration to protect and
safeguard American shipping is con¬
cerned. All these questions must be
definitely settled, and the Pres'jlent s
going to take charge personally of thslr
solution.

To Work Out Cases.
So far all negotiations are to be

threshed out to a final conclusion, and
the President wants the conclusions
satisfactory to America and her inter¬
ests as a neutral nation. By grasp¬
ing personally the minutiae oftheEu-
ropean situation, too, the President
will be in position to be of greaterservice when the eventual negotiations
begin for the settlement of the war.
The destruction of an American ship

by the German auxiliary cruiser P"n*
Ettel. now at Newport News, has been
added to the long list of complications
¦crowing out of the foreign war, and
the President has taken charge of this
al

Mexico does not promise to give as
much trouble to the President as has
been hinted recently. The conclusions
of the administration are that there is
much exaggeration as to what is hap¬
pening in Mexico, and that a palpable
movement is on foot to again stir up ex¬
cuses for intervention
The vacancv in the recordersnip or

deeds of the District of Columbia was
again brought to the attention of Presi¬
dent Wilson today, when Senator Rans-
dell and Representative Dupre of lx>uisi-
ana called on Mr. Wilson and urged him
to name B. F. Jonas, a real estate man
of this city, to the position.
The visitors, after seeing the Presi¬

dent. stated that Mr. Jonas is the son
of a former distinguished Louiaianian
and is well fitted for the place. They
also stated that they believed Mr. Jonas
liad a good chance to land the appoint-
ment.

Owen Wants Special Session.
Senator Owen, who saw the President

today, wants an extra session of the
Senate called in October to consider
the Colombian and Nicaraguan trea¬
ties and the proposition of cloture for
the Senate. He urged the President to
make the '-all at that time, and seemed
to think that the President is impress¬
ed with the advantages of bringing the
Senate together some time in advance
of the regular session of Congress.
Senator Owen also asked the President
to recommend in his annual address to
Congress the creation of a department
of health, with a cabinet officer at the
head, or at least a separate bureau of
establishment that will have charge
of all health questions
The appointment by President >Jil-son of W. H. Shelton of Windsor Mo

as United States marshal of the west¬
ern district of that state made last
night, will bring on another fight inThe Senate, it is stated on the author-
tv of those who know the Missouri
situation. Shelton is named to take the

of Ewing C. Bland, whose noml-wasdefected by the Senate on'the nlea of Senator Heed. wlio declared
that Bland was objectionable to him
Shelton has been appointed on the
recommendation of Senator -Stone andfs "aid to he equally objectionable toC? rTiV«r Heed who has announced that
he will fight' the nomination when it
goes to the Senate in December.

Sot Administration Ambassador.
Attention has been attracted in New

Tork by the appearance there of an

employe of the Department of Com¬
merce bearing this letter from Presl-

d'.r£«rDe:r of this letter. Mr Charles
..

*
i, a friend of mine, in whosecharacter' and gtfts l have peculiar'
He is acting as the repre-tjtivc ot Department o! «-om-sentat
r,,it»d States. Hi- dutiesmvoive the important function oflri^oiv. vmsiness communities ofoin^!,ntn inW and intelligentI oh with"the plans of the departmentt°u/h operation of commerce¦\nrt '

tt,, world. 1 bespeak forirt mos" cordial co-operation."3inY^wTtrtKIre7ho'fC«!
Si g"ood'understandfng*w?uT the
business men of tl.e country. The bear-? nf the letter gave the impression it^ asserted that he was an ambassador
of the administration to the business

"Tt ?LthWhC.°t«nHoyu.e it is not denied
that Mr. Ferguson had a letter from
the President, but it Is
he is a representative of the D«PS"men? of Commerce in its work with
business interests, and has not been
sent out to establish '^Ltr£-between business and the adminlstra
tion.

.

CAM'S REPLY
IN WILSON'S HANDS

President Inclined to Think
Disorders in Mexico Pur¬

posely Exaggerated.

SPANISH ENVOY REPORTS
FOUR NATIONALS KILLED

Also Presents Messages Telling of

Looting and Burning of Residences
in Capital Outskirts.

The reply of Carranza to the American
note demanding a reform of conditions
in Mexico was laid before President Wil¬
son today and afterward it was said in
administration circles that the Mexican
situation looks more encouraging.

President Wilson, it is understood, is
inclined to think that the dispatches con¬

taining allegations of disorders and fam-
inef may have been somewhat exaggerated
at the dictation of certain interests which
would like to force American interven¬
tion.
Opposed to this encouraging view, how¬

ever, was a report made today by Sena¬
tor Riano, the Spanish ambassador, that
four Spaniards have been assassinated in
Mexico City. Also, the Spanish ambassa¬
dor presented to the State Department re¬
ports of the looting and burning of pri¬
vate residences in the outskirts of Mexico
City. He made no specific request for
action.

Working: at Both Ends.
Secretary Bryan said today that the

department is working at both ends
(meaning in the City of Mexico and at
Vera Cruz) to secure speedy admission
of supplies to the Mexican capital. As¬
surances had been received from Car-
ranza, he said, that the foreign resi¬
dents of the city would be allowed to
come out over the railroad as soon as
the evacuation had been completed.
It is understood that Carranza is even

encouraging all foreigners to withdraw
and come to a place of safety, as he
had already suggested in reference to
the diplomatic body, but so far with¬
out avail.
Up to Tuesday night it did not ap¬

pear that the evacuation of the Mex¬
ican capital had taken place, and Sec¬
retary Bryan had no certain knowledge
as to when that event might be ex-
pected to happen.
The Navy Department has taken no

new action toward changing the naval!
representation at Vera Cr"uz since the
announcement yesterday.

IHplomats Pleased.
Sir Cecil Arthur Spring-Rice, the

British ambassador, has reported to the
State Department that the American
note to Carranza, a copy of yhich was

presented in Mexico City to Gen. Obre-
gon simultaneously with its delivery
to Carranza, has produced a good ef¬
fect on the situation at Mexice City,
according to advices the ambassador
has received from Thomas Hohler,
charge d'affaires of the British lega¬
tion in Mexico City.
The British diplomats are urging

that the railway communication be¬
tween Vera Cruz and Mexico City be
kept open. The State Department an¬
nounces that It has made representa¬
tions on this point. Charles A. Douglas,
Washington adviser to the Carranza
government now at Vera Cruz, is co¬

operating with American Consul Silll-
man in an attempt to solve the trans¬
portation problem.

Statements Conflict.
The following information was given

out at the State Department concern¬
ing the evacuation of Piedras Negras:
"Piedras Negras was evacuated

March 8 by the Carranza garrison.
Only a small guard was left to police
the town until the forces of Villa ar¬
rive. The commander of the Carranza
forces has. given full assurances that
no property will he-destroyed, and that
order will be maintained until the
entry of the Villa troops."
The Washington agency of Gen. Villa

gave out the following:
"Piedras Negras was sacked by the

Carranzistas before they evacuated the
city yesterday, according to a mes¬
sage received from the convention
consul at Eafcle Paps. Serious disorders
followed. Gov. Acuna is a refugee in
Eagle Pass. The International bridge has
been closed. The Carrangistas have re¬
treated eastward."

Flee to United States Side.
At the War Department Secretary Gar¬

rison made public a mesage frotn Col.
Hodges at Eagle Pass, Tex., stating
that sixty-one patients from the mili¬
tary hospital in Piedras Negras, five
man nurses, five woman nurses, one
surgeon and eleven attendants had
been permitted to cross to the American
side in view of the fears of conse¬
quences to the wounded after the evac¬
uation.
The text of a decree issued by Gen.

Carranza September 19, establishing
in each district of the states of the re¬
public under his control an assessment
committee, the purpose of which is to
register the real estate, fix its value
and state the amount of capital In¬
vested, was received at the State De¬
partment and made public.

i EXPLOSIONS KILL SEVENTEEN.

Seventy-Seven Men Injured in Ant¬
werp, Say Dispatches.

AMSTERDAM, via London, March 11.
.Three men were killed and seven
wounded Tuesday in an explosion which
occurred in a shed of the Pyrotechnical
Institute at Antwerp while the.building
was being cleaned under the direction
of a non-commissioned officer, accord¬
ing to information received from Brus-
sels by way of Berlin.
LONDON, March 11..The Central'

News correspondent at Amsterdam tel-
cgraphs that fourteen men were killed
and seventy injured by an explosion in
a German arsenal at Antwerp Tuesday,

German Aviator Wounded.
TOULON, via Paris, March 11..The

German aviator, Lieut, von llidelen,
who flew over Paris last September
and dropped bombs and also proclama¬
tions inviting the Parisians to surren¬
der, is among a convoy of wounded men
who have arrived here. Lieut, von
llidelen was brought down while flying
in his aeroplane near Verdun last
month.

Robert Ch Thorington Dies.
MONTGOMERY, Ala., March 11.

Robert G. Thorington, secretary of the
Alabama supreme court, died suddenly
today. He was a son of the late Judge
W. S. Thorington, a supreme court
justice.

4

Teuton Naval Circles Said to Admit De¬
struction of Four, While Seven

Are Missing.
LONDON", March 11..A Copenhagen

dispatch to the Daily Mail says:
"It is reported in German naval cir¬

cles that eleven submarines have been
lost since February 18. The loss of
four of these has been officially admit¬
ted, whJle seven have been missing
for nearly three weeks.

17-12 Submarine Destroyed.
The British admiralty has announc¬

ed that the German submarine which
was rammed and sunk today by the
British torpedo destroyer Ariel was

the U-12 instead of the U-20, as pre¬
viously stated.
The admiralty statement said:
"Later and more detailed reports

have now been received which estab¬
lish the fact that the German sub¬
marine which was rammed and sunk

by H. M. S. Ariel was the U-l2, and
that out of her crew of twenty-eight
the number saved was ten.

Older and Smaller Vessel.
The submarine U-12 was an older and

smaller vessel than the U-20. She was
of the class built in 1910-12. Her dis¬
placement was 250 tons, and she had
a maximum cruising radius of 1,200
miles. She was armed with three 18-
inch torpedo tubes and two one-pound¬
er high angle guns. She had a speedof thirteen knots above water and
eight knots submerged. The U-12 has
taken an active part in the German
operations against British shipping.On February 21 she sank the small
Irish coasting steamer Downshire in
the Irish sea, after giving the crew
five minutes in which to leave their
ship.

NARROWS OF DARDANELLES
PENETRATED BY WARSHIPS

Allied Attack on Fortifications Will Con¬
tinue Until Troops Occupy Both

Sides of Straits. i

LONDON, March 11 -#The allied fleet's
attack on the forts of the Dardanelles,
It Is expected, will be pressed until

land forces occupy both sides of the
straits. That such land forces are al¬

most ready for this task is indicated
by the report that a great French
transport fleet has been sighted oft

Malta.
The British admiralty continues silent

concerning the operations in the Dar¬
danelles, but reports given out in

France set forth that armored ships
have penetrated the narrows of the

straits.

Vigorous Bombardment,
A vigorous bombardment of the forti¬

fications, principally by French war¬

ships. was continued Wednesday, ac¬

cording to a Tenedos dispatch to the

Taris Matin. A heavy fog prevented

i

aviators from learning the results of
the fire from the fleet, but the repliesfrom some of the Turkish batteries
slackened perceptibly.
A Central News dispatch from Athens

says that during the bombardmentMonday, thirty guns mounted on motor
trucks were destroyed by the fire of
the warships.

Constantinople Situation.
The first guns fired by the allied fleet

in the Dardanelles stopped all business
In Constantinople, and was the signal
for a panic, according to Swiss trav¬
elers who arrived In Geneva from the
Turkish capital. They declare many:wealthy families are leaving for abroad.
Constantinople is said to be full of|officers, including Germans. Compara-j

tively few trops, most of them artil-l
lerymen, are going to the front. There
are persistent reports in the capital
that a large army soon will arrive from
Adrianople. I

GERMANS ABANDON AUGUSTOWO .

30,000 AUSTRIANS LOST, IS CLAIMI
LONDON, March 11..The Germans

have abandoned Augustowo (in Rus¬

sian Inland, 140 miles northeast of

Warsaw), and the Russians are already
on the outskirts of the town, accord¬

ing: to a Petrograd dispatch to the

Daily Mail.

Przemysl is said to be hard pressed,
and an officer who has arrived in
1'etrograd from Przemysl says that part
of the outworks are already in Russian
hands, and that those works still held
by.the Austrians have been much dam¬
aged. More than half the garrison of
60,000, it is asserted, have been lost.

KING GEORGE SIGNS ENGLISH ORDER
FOR REPRISALS AGAINST GERMANY

LONDON, March 11..Great Britain's
plan to give effect to the naval re¬

prisal measures against Germany, as

embodied in an order in council, was

signed today by King George.
The king signed the order during a

session of the privy council at Buck¬

ingham Palace. Details of the planhave not yet been made public, but theorder will be gazetted shortly.
Premier Asqulth announced in thehouse of commons March 1 that GreatBritain and France, in retaliation forGermany's submarine warfare againstBritish shipping, purposed to stop alltrade to and from Germany.

New Zeppelin Is Tested.
BERN, via Pari.. March 11..A new

Zeppelin, which Is now being given
trials oyer Lake Constance, will be the
ninth to leave Friedrichshafen since
the war began.

Soldiers Barred From Night Life.
LONDON, March 11..British army

officers In uniform have been forbidden
by the commander of the London mili¬
tary district to visit dance halls, night
clubs or gambling establishments.

1

TO SUBMIT G. A. i
REUNION NTS

Chairman Gude Calls Meeting
of Committee of 100

for Saturday.

R. N. HARPER TO DESCRIBE
PLAN TO RAISE BIG FUND

E. H. Droop Says Open-Air Concerts
and Imported Talent Will Fea¬

ture Musical Arrangements.

William F. Gude, chairman of the
committee on general arrangements for
the G. A. R. encampment which is to
take place here next fall, announced
this morning that he has called a

meeting of the "committee of 100" at
the New Willard Hotel for Saturday
morning at 10 o'clock. Twenty-three
of the subcommittees now actively en¬

gaged in working out the elaborate
plans for the encampment, which will
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary ol
the march of the veterans down Penn¬
sylvania avenue at the close of the
civil war, are to be represented at this
meeting, and reports from the various
chairmen are to be heard.
The plan of Robert X. Harper, chair-

Ir.ian of the finance committee, which
'proposes to raise $25,000 to defray the
'expenses of suitable entertainment and
accommodations for the convening vet¬
erans by means of a ten-day campaign
starting Monday, will be outlined to the
assembled committeemen, all of whom
will be asked to enter vigorously into
the campaign.

Trade Boards Represented.
Mr. Gude stated that there are at

present upon his "committee of 100"
'twenty-five members from the Chamber
!of .Commerce, twenty-five from the
Board of Trade and twenty-five from
the Retail Merchants' Association.

E. H. Droop, chairman of the com¬
mittee which will provide for the mu¬
sical features of the encampment,
spoke this morning of the proposed
plans for his committee. He said that
one of the principal problems which
will have to be met will be the de¬
velopment of a method whereby con¬
fusion may be avoided among the many
bands which will be brought to Wash¬
ington by the various organizations.

It was pointed out that, owing to the
fact that his committee has as yet had
no formal meeting, nothing definite
could be said at this time as to plans,
but it was intimated that a series of
open-air concerts and the importation
of special artists were two features
which will be considered at the first
meeting next week.

Leading Musical Men iJamed.
Mr. Droop spoke enthusiastically

about his committee, stating: that all
the leading musical men in the District
were upon il.
The committee as announced this

morning, is as folows:
E. H. Droop, Ceot'Be W. Spier, O J

l>e .Moll, Percy S. Foster, D. J. Pfeiffer
W. P. Van Wickle, R. C. hogera
George B. Kennedy, T. P. Cully, jr :
John C. Conliff, Charles L. Howser'
John Dolph, Charles Alden, J. p. Herr¬
mann, John G. Hodges, Charles V Im-
Jay, I>. M. Lea, Frank P. Lee,tch. Le
Roy Mark, O. I.. Whipple and H. C.
Grove.

Flans for Women's Auxiliary.
A convention of 300 delegates from

chapters of the Women's Auxiliary of
the G. A. R.. to be held at the same
time as the encampment of the veterans,
is being arranged for by Mrs. II. a
Jameson of Marine City, Mich., assisted
by a committee of "Washington women,
including Miss R M. Sefton, Mrs. J. l!
Street and Mrs. L. T. Johnson. The con¬
vention will be held at the New Willard,
and Mrs. Jameson expresses expectation
that It will be the largest In the history
of the ladles' branch.

SINKING OF U. S. SHIP
BY A GERMAN CRUISER
BIG DIPLOMATIC ISSUE

Contention That Her Wheat Cargo Was
Contraband Expected to Color

Future American Policy.
INQUIRY, THEN ACTION.

IS PRESIDENT'S POLICY
IN PRINZ EITEL'S CASE

The sinking: of the American grain
ship William P. Pry© at sea January
28 by the German converted cruiser
Prlnr Eitel Friedrich, which came into
port at Newport News yesterday, is
undei stood as having an important
bearing on the general subject of con¬

traband to be considered by the Presi¬
dent, in view of the fact that the cap¬
tain of the Prins Eitel says the Ameri¬
can ship waa sunk by him because the
Frye's wheat was destined for a hos¬
tile port.
In connection with the sinking of the

American ship the following statement
was issued at the White House today:

Action to Follow Inquiry.
"The President, when asked regard¬

ing the sinking of the American sail¬
ing ship William P. Frye by the Ger¬
man auxiliary cruiser Prinz Eitel
Friedrich, said:
" 'A most searching inquiry will be

made, and whatever action is taken
will be based upon the result of that
inquiry.* "

Discussicn of the whole question in
official circles today was taken to fore¬
shadow a strong protest to Germany
against the sinking of the Frye.

May Be Made Seaworthy.
As to the Eitel, the neutrality board

of the United States government has
made a report which, it is understood,
recommends that that ship be permit¬
ted to make such repairs at Newport
News as will make her seaworthy, un¬

der supervision of American naval au¬

thorities. if the commander of the Ger¬
man ship decides to request repairs.
This he is expected to decide by tonight,
night.
No protest has yet been made to the

State Department by the British gov¬
ernment against the retention of Brit¬
ish subjects on board the Eitel. It is
said the attitude of the British govern¬
ment will be to allow the United States

government to deal with the situation
without suggestion, inasmuch as the
former attitude of the two govern¬

ments in regard to the rights of the

system of laws to be applied is the

same in the two countries.

PRINZ EITEL NOT ABLE
TO LEAVE U. S. REFUGE

WITHIN 24-HOUR LIMIT
NEWPORT NEWS. March 11..The

story of the sinking: of the American
sailing: ship William P. Frye by the
German commerce destroyer PrlTiz
Eltel Friedrlch.undoubtedly the most

serious incident of the war in its con¬

cern to the United States.was bein*
slowly unraveled here today.
Chased to the haven of an American

port by British cruisers, the Prinz Eitel
Frledrich lay at anchor, and her com¬

mander has received from the port au¬

thorities the usual notice to leave with¬
in twenty-four hours.

Notice Mere Formality.
That, however, was a mere formality

required by law, for after seven

months of sea rovlnff, in which she
sent eleven prises to the bottom. the
German auxiliary needs repairs which
will take weeks.
The neutrality board at Washington,

tt was understood here, had recom¬

mended that the repairs be allowed
under supervision of an American
naval officer. Whether the commander
of the Prinz Eitel will choose to make
them and then risk a dash through the
British cruisers gathering off the Vir¬
ginia capes is a development for the
future.

Port Authorities Busy.
The Prinz Eitel'g oand played Ger¬

man national airs today, in celebration
of Commander Thierichsen's birthday,
her 300 prisoners of several nationali¬
ties were gathered at the rails, and her
German crew was cleaning slTip. while
the American port officials made hur¬
ried visits from the customhouse to
the liner for conferences with Com¬
mander Thierichsen and his officer®,
and held telephone communications
with Washington about the neutrality
questions involved, the diplomatic
aspects of the sinking of the Frye an-1

the disposition of the prisoners on t U«

Prinz Eitel.

FORMAL DEMAND THAT EITEL
SHALL RESPECT NEUTRALITY

NEWPORT NEWS. Vs.. March 11..

Comjnander Hhierichsen of the German

converted cmiser Eitel Friedrich. which
anchored here yesterday after merchant-
marine destruction -which included sink¬

ing of the American sailing steamer

| William P*- Frye in the south Atlantic

j ocean, was presented shortly after noon

today with formal demands of the

United States. j
These demands were presented on

board the Eitel Friedrich in the form

of a letter by Norman R. Hamilton, col-

lector of customs. The letter was as

follows: j

United States Demands.
"New port News, Va., March 11, 1916. J

"The Commander, the German cruiser

Prinz Eitel Friedrich:
"Sir.I have the honor to advise that

under instructions received from tne

Secretary of the Treasury, formulated
with the advice of the State Depart¬
ment, your stay in United States waters

will be governed as follows:
"You will be expected to leave United

States jurisdiction within twenty-four
(hours, in accordance with article 12,
convention 13, The Hague, 1907, unless
a "further period of time is proved to be

I necessary to put on board fuel or

stores, or to make repairs.
.'Article 12 of convention 13 reads:

In the absence of special provision to

the contrary in the legislation of a

neutral power, belligerent warships
are not permitted to remain in the J
ports or roadsteads or territorial wa-

ters of the said power for more than

twenty-four hours, except in the cases I
covered by the present convention,
This is in accordance with the proc-
lamation of neutrality issued upon the
outbreak of war.
"If you so desire you may have fuel

and lubricants sufficient with those al¬

ready on board to take your ship to

the nearest German port.
"You may have provisions in the quan¬

tity not more than necessary to bring
your supplies to the usual peace stand¬

ard lor the complement of the ship.

Limit on Repairs.
"If necessary you may have repairs

made, but only to the extent that is neces¬

sary to make the vessel seaworthy, the

amount of repairs and the time necessary

for their execution to be determined by
designated authorities of the United

States.
"You may land the captured passen¬

gers, officers an«l seamen after having
been passed by the United States irnmi-

gration authorities as being eligible aliens
lor landing in the United States.
"You may land and forward your mail

after arrangements have been completed.
with the United States post office author!-
ties for the proper forwarding of the
same.

,

"You will land any Americans among
the officers, seamen or passengers from
captured vessels. i

"You are requested not to use your i

radio equipment in port for purpose
of transmission. }

"In conclusion. I have the honor to 1
request tfiat you furnish me todag » i

pinned statement of the circumstance®
of the destruction of the ship William
P. Frye. or any other American ship
that has been destroyed by the vessel
in your command.
(Signed) "NORMAN R. HAMILTON".

"Collector of Custom? "

In Conference With Commander.
After delivering this letter Collector

Hamilton went into conference with
the%German commander. He expected
to hear a reiteration of that nava

officer's request that he be permitted
to repair his ship. Granting this re-

quest, it was unofficially stated, would
mean that the cruiser would he in-
terned here for the period of the war.
and prisoners of war taken from Brit¬
ish, French and Russian ships sunk by
the Eitel Friedrich, together with
passengers, would be released here.

Collector Hamilton also prepared to
take a sworn statement from Com-
mander Thierichsen relating to the sink-
ing of the American ship. This will be
forwarded to Washington, together with
a statement of the circumstances made
today by Capt. H. H. Kiehne, master of
the destroyed American ship. Of this a
sweeping investigation seems assured.
As to ships sunk by the Kitel Fried

rich in the south Pacific, It was declared
late today that there were only three,
the British ships Schargoat, or Charcas.
and Kildalton, and the French coal ship
Jean. Crews of all these ships were re¬
ported to have been landed at Valparaiso
A report that the first-named vessel was
American owned, though not of American
register, was later denied.

Women Returned to Ship.
The ruling that all eligible immigrant*

aboard the Prinz Eitel would be permit¬
ted to land caused the local officials to
send back to the ship s»x women who were

brought ashore last night. They were
second-class passengers on the French
passenger ship Floride. Immigration In¬
spector J. E. Williams of this port said
that he was in possession of positive in¬
formation that these women ¦were un¬
desirable and could not l>e admitted un¬
der immigration laws of the I'nitcd
States. Protesting vigorously, they were
escorted by officers to the dock and taken
back to the Eitel Friedrich. Later tfc>-*
probably will be transferred to a *!vj>
bound for New York to be derorted from
Ellis Island.
Capt. Kiehne of the sunken Ameri¬

can sailing ship William P. Frye fin¬
ished his formal deposition of the de¬
struction of his vessel before Collector
Hamilton, at 11 o'clook. This deposi¬
tion was forwarded to Assistant Sec¬
retary of the Treasury Peters, in
charge of customs at Washington, and
Capt. Kiehne was instructed to pro¬
ceed to Washington tonight to report
to Mr. Peters tomorrow morning.

Demand for Sworn Statement.
'The German commander told nie."

said Collector Hamilton, "that he had
come in for repairs to his ship. That
reason was sufficient .to prevent any
summary orders from this govern¬
ment. Today I shall ask the com¬
mander for a sworn statement as t-»
his reasons for sinking the American
ship. William P. Frye. When this has


